
State Representative 
Matt Bradford, who 
represents a portion of 
Montgomery County, 
has introduced a bill that 
proposes to provide 
funding for the Pennsyl-
vania Holocaust Educa-
tion Council.  All of the 
state’s funding for the 
Council was eliminated 
during last year’s budget  
crisis. 
 
Rep. Bradford is a De-
mocrat who has been a 
member of our State 
House since 2009.  In 
regards to Holocaust 
education,  he states 
“"The reason we teach 
history in our schools is 
because we want stu-
dents to learn from the 

lessons of our past. 
Holocaust education is 
not simply about edu-
cating Pennsylvania’s 
children about the 
Holocaust itself, but is 
also about the greater 
issues of diversity, tol-
erance and human 
rights." 
 
This particular law 
would create new  
funding for the  
Council, and Bradford 
is unsure if it will be 
successful; however, he 
hopes that the mini-
mum outcome is that it 
will draw attention to 
the funding deficit and 
encourage the State 
Legislature to restore 
our previous funding 

from the Department of 
Education without  
requiring the passage of 
an entirely new law. 
In order for this bill to be 
successful on either front, 
we need YOUR help!  It 
only takes a few minutes 
of your time to craft a let-
ter to your state legisla-
tors   
(Continued on Page 2) 
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Progress continues to 
be made towards our 
2010 Statewide  
Conference for Educa-
tors.  At the most re-
cent Educational  

Committee meaning the 
theme, Let Memory 
Speak: Voices of the 
Holocaust, was selected 
to emphasize the focus of 
this year’s conference on 

testimony and narratives 
of the Holocaust. 
 
This theme ties in well 
with our selected keynote 
(Continued on Page 4) 



entitled The Literature of 
the Holocaust; his bril-
liance has informed my 
understanding of both 
oral testimony and writ-
ten memoir.”   
 
Becky has published 
chapters in two books 
edited by Samuel Totten, 
Teaching Holocaust  
Literature and Educators 
Encounter the Holocaust; 
She was also a contribut-
ing writer to the revised 
NJ Holocaust and  
Genocide Curriculum and  
serves as the Curriculum 
Coordinator for PHEC. 
 
It should be of no sur-
prise that Becky has won 
numerous awards for her 
involvement in Holocaust 
education.  Among the 
awards she has won are 
the following: Camden 
County President's Hu-
man Rights Award; 
named "Distinguished 
Humanities Teacher" by 
the NJ Council for the 
Humanities; chosen as a 
Mandel Fellow by the 
USHMM; received "The 

currently in the hands of a 
State Representative, it 
would be beneficial to write 
to your State Senator as well. 
Every letter and contact 
helps, so if you are also  
willing to take the time to 
place a call to your state leg-
islators this will also help 
our cause.   

 
By joining together, we can 
aim to restore public funding 
of Holocaust education in 
Pennsylvania! 

Many of the successful  
programs of PHEC fall  
under the management of 
the Education Committee, 
which is led by PHEC Cur-
riculum Coordinator  
Rebecca Aupperle.  In-
volved in PHEC and its’ 
predecessor, the HETF since 

1995, Becky taught Reading 
& Language Arts at the 
Mary Volz Middle School 
in Runnemede for 33 years.   
During this time, she inte-
grated literature and  
historical background about 
the Holocaust into her cur-
riculum. Becky has also 
worked for 9 years as an 
adjunct professor at Camden 
County College in Cherry 

Hill, NJ where she taught 
three courses, “The Holo-
caust in Film”, “Literature 
of the Holocaust”, and 
“Holocaust History.” 
 
Becky’s experience in the 
field of Holocaust studies 
is vast.  She holds an M.A. 
in Holocaust and Geno-
cide Studies from the 
Richard Stockton College 
of New Jersey;.  She has 
co-taught "Holocaust  
History" course for teach-
ers at Rutgers with guest 
Professor Roni Stauber.  
She is a Holocaust educa-
tion consultant to the New  
Jersey Holocaust Commis-
sion and served as "Master 
Teacher" for the NJ Coun-
cil for the Humanities 
Teacher Institute, "The  
Literature of Genocide" at 
the College of New Jersey. 
Becky has participated for 
years in a Consortium of 
Yad Vashem Graduates 
led by Karen Shawn and  
worked for a year as an 
educational consultant to 
the Anti-Defamation 

League.   
 
When asked about memo-
rable experiences as a 
Holocaust educator, Becky 
states, “Being chosen to 
participate in the Teachers' 
Summer Seminar on the 
Holocaust and Jewish Re-
sistance to Poland and  
Israel led by survivor and 
resistance member Vladka 
Meed was a highlight. 
Seeing the Holocaust sites 
for the first time in Poland 
was made even more spe-
cial by Vladka's testimony 
and personal insight. It 
was truly a life-changing 
experience.”  Becky now 
serves as a member of the 
Alumni Council for the 
program. 
 
Another memorable ex-
perience was being se-
lected to receive a  
National Endowment for 
the Humanities (NEH) 
fellowship to study with 
Holocaust scholar Law-
rence L. Langer in Boston 
in a graduate seminar     

more memorable and thus 
more likely to spur your leg-
islators into action. 

 
Other potential information 
to include is how PHEC has 
personally benefitted you as 
an educator and also how it 
has benefited the experiences 
of your students by mention-
ing any grants you have re-
ceived for trips, or even the 
use of the Clara Isaacman 
Memorial Trunk.  It is also 
helpful to include the infor-

asking them to help to either 
pass this new piece of  
legislation or to restore our 
funding by other means.  Your 
letter should include a personal 
plea explaining to them why 
you feel Holocaust education is 
a worthwhile investment for 
the state of Pennsylvania.  An-
ecdotes from your classroom 
or other personal experiences 
make your letter that much 

mation that our funding was 
previously a part of the 
budget under  Education—
Ethnic Studies. 

 
To locate your state legisla-
tors you can go to 
 www.votesmart.org .  On the 
initial page of the  website, 
simply type your zip code 
into the prompt on the left 
hand side of the screen and it 
will generate a list of all of 
the legislators who serve your 
area.  Although the bill is  
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speaker Alexandra Zapruder.   

 
Preliminary information is cur-
rently available on our website.  
Registration and more specific 
information should be available 
shortly so please keep checking 
back for updates.   

 
As plans for the conference con-
tinue to take shape,  
assistance is needed from our 
members.  It does not matter 
how close to or far away from 
Reading you live, we can still 
find a task for you!  We need 
members who are able to write 
letters to help us secure  

sponsorships from  
businesses, and to also to invite 
certain individuals to attend.  We 
also need  

people to help with  
advertising the event in their 

local area and around the state.  
These are just a few of the 
tasks that need to be accom-
plished in order for PHEC to 
host its most successful confer-
ence to date. 

 
If you are able to give even a 
half hour of your time, please 
contact  

Jennifer Goss at 
jgoss825@gmail.com .   Some 
tasks may not need to be com-
pleted until summer but let us 
know if you can help now. 
One of the goals of PHEC is to 
have more involvement out of 
our members during this up-
coming year and this is a per-
fect opportunity for you to get 
involved!  We hope to hear 
from you soon! 

 

 

 

This year’s summer  
meeting will take place Au-
gust 9 & 10 at the Hampton 
Inn & Suites in Mechanics-
burg, PA.  This is the same 
location that the most recent 
August meetings have been 
held. 

 
Hotel rooms will once again 
be provided for members, 
double occupancy.  If you 
require a single occupancy, 
we ask that you pay for half 
of the room.   

 
At this year’s meeting we 
will seek to accomplish a 
variety of items.  A  
general business meeting will 
be held at 3:00 on  
Monday, August 9.  At  this 
meeting reports will be pre-
sented and other discussion 

translating that into the real-
ity that it DID NOT HAVE 
TO HAPPEN.” 
 
According to Becky the 
most memorable aspect of 
her experience includes  
bringing Holocaust survi-
vors into the classroom and 
watching students' reactions 
to them and their testimo-
nies and the validation they 
bring to classroom learning.  
She also has fond memories 
of seeing the grateful and 
joyous response demon-
strated by teachers and stu-
dents to the treasure trove 
of knowledge they receive 
from The Clara Isaacman 
Memorial Trunk in memory 
of our Clara. 
 

Chapel of the Four Chaplains 
Legion of Honor Award for 
Interfaith Service"; New Jer-
sey Teacher of the Year final-
ist; Camden County Teacher 
of the Year; Runnemede 
School District Teacher of the 
Year Governor's Recognition 
Award; received grant from 
NJ Teacher's Institute to 
study "Religious Diversity in 
America"; and she received 
the Anti-Defamation League 
(ADL) Axelrod Pedagogical 
Award; 
 
Becky states the most reward-
ing aspect of this work is, 
“Seeing kids absorb that an 
evil like the Holocaust actu-
ally did occur and there was 
very little resistance that Jews 
could mount ---and  

Although officially 
"retired," Becky continues 
to educate herself on this 
topic with copious reading, 
and she has made subse-
quent trips to the sites in 
eastern Europe.  When trav-
eling overseas, she leaves 
behind her black and white 
female shih-tzu named 
China.  Although Becky 
does not have children of 
her own, she was proud to 
boast about her seven indi-
vidually accomplished 
nieces and nephews. 
 
Although very busy with her 
duties for PHEC, Becky 
does enjoy traveling and 
watching films, especially 
less mainstream and diffi-
cult to find films about the 
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regarding the direction of 
the organization for the up-
coming year. 

 
Monday evening will con-
sist of an educa-
tional/professional develop-
ment opportunity that is 
TBA. Following breakfast 
Tuesday morning, breakout 
groups will be formed to 
explore various issues fac-
ing our organization.  Possi-
ble topics include creating a 
kit for elementary school 
teachers, continued updates 
for our website, a session for 
new members and 
ideas/suggestions for future 
activities.  If you are inter-
ested in attending, please e-
mail Chris Gwin at  

christphergwin1@aol.com.  

Hope to see you there! 

Holocaust.  She also enjoys 
reading and counts among 
her favorite books Lawrence 
Langer’s Art from the Ashes 
and Primo Levi’s  Survival 
in Auschwitz. 
Members of PHEC are fortu-
nate to have such a dedicated 
and knowledgeable  
curriculum coordinator.  We 
are grateful for Becky and 
her service to this organiza-
tion.   
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On April 8th, the Holocaust 
Oral History Archive of 
Gratz College, sponsored its 
annual Nora Levine Lec-
ture, a program in memory 
of Philip G. Solomon.  Phil 
was part of the U.S. armed 
forces which liberated 
Landsberg Concentration 
Camp, but it  
wasn’t until 1987, that he 
agreed to be interviewed by 
an Archive staff member 
about his experiences for 
the first time. This was a 
topic Phil had not even dis-
cussed with his immediate 
family, preferring to focus 
on his combat recollections.  
However, after his own in-
terview, he realized that 
there was a need to record 
other witnesses to the lib-
eration to help combat de-
nial of the genocide.  Phil 
took it upon himself to seek 
out other liberators on be-
half of the Archive urging 
them to talk about their ex-
periences for posterity and 
historical perpetuity. 

 

As a result, the Gratz  
Archive now has consider-
able first hand experience, 
not only from 
liberators, but POWs and 
nurses who entered the 
camps, all of which adds to 
the impressive data we al-
ready have available for 
research and as a  
permanent record of Holo-
caust testimony. 

 
Phil’s family was anxious to 
support his project and after 
his death, provided funds to 
that end. As a Bar Mitzvah 
project, Phil’s grandson 
came to the Gratz Archive 

and developed a database 
showing the various branches 
and units of liberators and the 
camps that were liberated, as 
well as POW’s liberated.  Our 
goal at the Archive was to 
compile an anthology of inter-
views regarding liberation and 
POW experience and present it 
to the Solomon family as a 
tribute to their father’s efforts.  
The final steps in this project 
started in the fall of 2009. 

 
Josey G. Fisher, Director of 
Gratz Archive, spearheaded 
this project and enlisted  
Violet Zeitlin, an Archive vol-
unteer, to head the  
project.  First, all transcripts 
regarding liberation and  
military experience were re-
viewed by a team of Archive 
staff, including Marcia Gold-
berg, Natalie Packel,Norma 
Bolden, Gerry Schneeberg and 
myself.  Gloria M. Schwartz, 
of blessed memory, former 
secretary of PHEC and assis-
tant director of the Archive, 
had been involved in the initial 
plans for the project.  In the 
year 2001, Violet, requiring 
three credits in order to get her 
Liberal Arts degree, took an 
Independent Study with Josey 
Fisher as her advisor.  The 
topic she selected was the lib-
erators and oral history.  She 
explored the liberator collec-
tion of the Archive as well as 
oral history and the liberator 
experience. 

 
Violet visited Washington in 
2009 and met with officials at 
the Museum of American Jew-
ish Military History.  They 
were most willing to help with 
this project.  She made ar-
rangements to  

secure their exhibit entitled 
“GIs Remember:  Liberating 
the Concentration Camps” for 
the Archive which would be 
displayed at the culminating 
event in the Gratz College 
Gallery.  Since the  
Museum is in communication 
with Jewish War  
Veteran organizations, they 
notified them regarding our 
program thereby helping to 
publicize it. 

 
For one last project, Violet 
laboriously went through the 
transcripts one last time, se-
lecting passages pertaining to 
the soldiers’ reactions upon 
entering the camps.  These 
were then put in booklet form 
and available to those attend-
ing the program in order to 
receive Act 48 credit.  This 
booklet, “Memories of the 
Liberation”, is also available 
to view or for download 
through the Gratz website. 

 
Finally, the many details fell 
into place and our program 
was scheduled for April 8, 
2010, honoring Philip Solo-
mon and commemorating the 
65th Anniversary of the Lib-
eration of the Concentration 
Camps.  Through Josey’s 
efforts we were able to obtain 
as our speaker, Dr. Thomas 
Childers from University of 
Pennsylvania.  He had written 
several books dealing with 
modern German history and 
the Second World War.  Also, 
he had a new book entitled 
“Soldier From the War Re-
turning”, which recounted the 
experiences of three soldiers 
returning to civilian life after 
the  Second World War and 
the difficulties they encoun-
tered. 
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He presented a very moving 
picture of his father filled 
with warmth and respect for 
what he had achieved.  Josey 
then introduced Dr. Childers. 

 
As the evening ended, Josey 
presented the Solomon family 
with several copies of bound 
books which included the 42 
transcripts of the liberators; 
Josey’s thoughtful introduc-
tion to the book and to Phil’s 
work, and Violet’s introduc-
tion from the paper she wrote 
in 2001, and the database cre-
ated by Phil’s grandson, 
Brian.  In addition, this 740 
page book will be sent to Yad 
Vashem, United States Holo-
caust Memorial Museum, 
American Jewish Military 
History Museum, and the 
Gratz College Library for 
their archives and future re-
search. 

 
(Many PHEC members were 
in attendance for this very 
special program.) 

We had an excellent turnout 
of over 400 people. The eve-
ning opened with words from 
Steven Solomon, representing 
the +��������
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Fourteen months underground 
meant the difference between 
life and probable death.  Four-
teen months of life in a sewer 
meant a family could stay to-
gether.  Fourteen months of 
dependence on a Polish Catho-
lic for food, medicines, and 
news meant emerging from the 
blackness into the light of a 
world free of Nazis. 

Krzysha relates the daily exis-
tence of her parents, her four-
year-old brother, and herself as 
seen through her eight-year-old 
eyes.  Life prior to the Nazis 
was filled with toys, trips, and 
treats that would delight any 
child.   As the family is forced 
into increasingly smaller apart-
ments, the life she knows slips 
away.  Her brother Pawel does 
not experience life without fear 
and hardship until long after 
the Nazis are defeated.    How-
ever, the Chiger family is con-
sidered one of the “lucky” 
families that survived the 
Holocaust together and �ntact.  
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sewer system will keep them 
alive one more day.  Certainly, 
this is no life for two small 
children or the child who is 
later born in this underground 
world. 

Survival would not be possible 
without the risks taken by Leo-
pold Socha.  A former thief, 
Socha hopes and prays for re-
demption as he assumes re-
sponsibility for this small 
group of people.  The various 
individuals whose paths cross 
those of the Chiger family 
teach Krzysha and Socha about 
greed, sacrifice, love, and com-
passion, as well as physical, 
mental, and emotional sur-
vival.  When the small group 
refers to their dank living quar-
ters as “The Palace,” the reader 
understands how desperately 
these people cling to hope.�

�

The reader is fortunate to learn 
what happens after the libera-
tion of the Chigers and to see 
photos of the key characters.  

intact.  But a life lived in the 
fetid air and dampness of the 
sewer with a disparate group of 
adults is not a life that psy-
chologists would recommend 
for children.  The title’s green  
sweater, made by her beloved 
grandmother, provides Krzysha 
with memories that sustain her 
as she watches humans fight 
the elements, themselves, and 
each other for survival.�

Life in the sewers beneath 
Lvov brings threats of death 
from illness, poor air, and un-
expected floods.  Both the Na-
zis and the Polish collaborators 
are aware that Jewish individu-
als have sought escape through 
and into the sewer system.  The 
Ukranian militia is used by the 
Nazis to force the refugees 
from their hiding places.  
Sounds of coughing and smells 
from cooking are constant 
threats to the safety of Krzy-
sha’s group and the other refu-
gees who hope that the sewer 
system will keep them alive 

this book appreciated the 
photos but were disappointed 
that the captions reveal 
events that had yet to appear 
in the book.  Although Krzy-
sha’s green sweater, which 
she wore for most of the 
fourteen months, belongs to 
?+�((� , it is not a part of the 
permanent exhibit.  Inquiries 
into its location and its avail-
ability for viewing reveal that 
the item is too fragile for 
display.  However, in Febru-
ary, 2010, the curators se-
lected the sweater for the 
third episode in their series 
Curator’s Corner.  Visitors 
to the site 
http://www.ushmm.org/resea
rch/collections/curatorscorner
/detail.php?content=2010-02-
23   can view the sweater as 
Krzysha/Kristine Keren’s 
voice explains its journey.  
Students learn the importance 
of studying artifacts and 
hearing and reading testimo-
nies while experiencing the 
gripping story of survival and 
sacrifice. 
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