On Sunday, March 7,
Pennsylvania teachers
have the opportunity to
attend the Scholar’'s
Conference on the Holo-
caust and the Churches
at St. Joseph’s Univer-
sity for special sessions
geared towards class-
room teachers. The
theme of the day is
“Integrating Themes of
Rescue and Resistance
into the Teaching of the
Holocaust and Other

Genocides.” The cost of also viewDefi-

attending is only $15,
which is an outstanding
bargain for all that will
be offered. This price
includes the sessions,
lunch and ancillary ma-
terials. Participants will
also receive a certificate
for eight hours of Act 48

credit.

The day’s sched
ule includes a
presentation by
Stephen Smith,
the new execu- &
tive director of
the USC Shoah
Foundation

Institute for
Visual History

and Education.
Participants will

anceand be

treated to a session
with Mitch Braff of the
Jewish Partisan Educa-
tional Foundation and

Michael Berenbaum.

This day has been
made possible, in part,

FREEDOM BEGINS
" WITH AN ACT OF DEFIANCE
&

DANIEL CRAIG

by the PHEC and Yad
Vashem, the Gerda and
Kurt Klein Foundation,
Yad Vashem, the Jew-
ish Partisan Educa-
tional Foundation and
the USC Shoah Foun-
dation Institute.
(Continued on Page 2)
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The Ethel LeFrak
Holocaust Education
Conference,
“Holocaust Education

in the 2% Century: Re-
ligious and Cultural
Perspectives,” was held
at Seton Hill University
in Greensburg, PA on
October 25-27, 2009.

This was the 8Trien-
nial Conference of the
National Catholic Cen-
ter for Holocaust Edu-
cation (NCCHE).
(Continued on page Bt
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Much of the work that oc-
curs within the PHEC Ex-
ecutive Board is assisted by
the super organized Treas-
urer, Samantha

Patty. Samantha has been
involved with PHEC in some
capacity since 1998; and
has served as Treasurer
since 2007. While balanc-
ing the books is Samantha'’s

primary duties, she has also
played integral roles in orga-
nizing many PHEC activi-
ties, including the December
2008 Conference and the
2009 Summer Workshop at
the USHMM.

Samantha’s full-time job is
as the Assistant to the Di-
rector of the Holocaust Cen-
ter of the United Jewish
Federation of Greater Pitts-
burgh. It was in this posi-

tion, that she has held
since 1998, that she be-
gan her original involve-
ment with PHEC, helping
to organize programs at
the Intermediate Units in
the surrounding area and
offering administrative as-
sistance to the former Di-
rector in PHEC matters.

A graduate of the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh with a
bachelor’'s degree in Com-
munications: Media/
Rhetoric, Samantha is one
of two staff members (the
other being the Director,
Dr. Edie Naveh) at the
Center. The Center’'s mis-
sion and vision is to trans-
form community and per-
sonal attitudes and behav-
iors by educating individu-
als to recognize, under-
stand and remember the
Holocaust and the conse-
quences of hate.

As the Assistant, Saman-
tha deals with a number of
tasks, including: the day-
to-day running and activi-
ties of the Center, budget-
tracking and management,
the Speaker’s Bureau,
organizing and facilitating
its programming, assisting

in grant-writing and public
speaking.

Meeting the survivors is
the most rewarding part of
Samantha’s involvement
in Holocaust education;
“They are my heroes, my
mentors and my

friends. They have taught
me so much about life —
how not to hate and how
to accept people for who
they are.”

In addition to being a JFR
Lerner Fellow, Samantha
is also a recent graduate
of the International Semi-
nar for Educators at Yad
Vashem. Studying the
Holocaust at Yad Vashem
in Israel was a highlight for
Samantha, “To learn about
the Holocaust in the coun-
try which became the ha-
ven for over 300,000 rem-
nants of European Jewry
and who helped to build
the Jewish state, was a
life-changing experience.”

Samantha notes that be-
ing able to meet many
world-renowned scholars
during her 11+ years at
the Center has been very
memorable. “l am con-

“-stantly referring back to
what they have said,
when | work with students
and community groups.”

Samantha has many hob-
bies and lists her favorite
Holocaust-related book
as Flares of Mem-

ory: Stories of Childhood
During the Holo-

caust. This collection of
short stories was written
by Pittsburgh-area survi-
vors and liberators and
deals with life before, dur-
ing and after World War
Il. She also likes the film
Not in Our Town, which is
the story of how Billings,
Montana battled anti-
Semitism.

Despite the horrific nature
of the subject matter in-
volved with her position,
Samantha truly enjoys
her job. She credits the
many dedicated and pas-
sionate people that she
works with (both at the
UJF and PHEC and the
lay leaders/volunteers)
for making this some-
times stressful job worth
it. The members of
PHEC are very lucky to
have such a talented and
dedicated individual on
our board!
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(CONTINUED FROM PG 1) The Keynote Presentation,
NCCHE was established at  “The Memory of the Holo-
Seton Hill in 1987. Its mission caust: Challenges to 2Ten-
is to provide education regard-tury Christians and Jews,” wa
ing anti-Semitism, the Holo- presented by Dr. Michael Ber,
caust, and the Catholic re- enbaum, Director of the Sigi
sponse to both. Ziering Center for the Study g
The Conference began Sundayhe Holocaust and Ethics at
October 25 with a welcome  American Jewish University.
from Sr. Gemma Del Duca, Dr. Berenbaum spoke about
Director of NCCHE and pres- the similarities and differences
entation of a student award. between Christianity and Jud

(72}

=

ism and how their historical
The day’s schedule included relationship affected their re-
two Concurrent Sessions, a sponse to one another during
concert, a dinner reception, anthe Holocaust. He also pre-

the Keynote Presentation. at- sented questions regarding the lenges and rewards of teach- Kaye, Director of Interna-
future of the Christian-Jewish ing about the Holocaust and tional Seminars for Educa-

relationship and

to the “next gen-
eration” to foster
this relationship.

Monday, October
26 included four
Concurrent Ses-
sions, a dinner
reception, and

two Plenary Ses-
sions, one of
which was a film
tended the Concurrent Sessiorgsreening and discussion.
on Comparative Genocide and

Teaching the Holocaust The day began with a Plenary

through Film, respectively. In Session, “The Catholic Churct about morals, civic character (_Zommittee on Church Rela-
the first session, James Pahari&nd Human Rights,” presentec and the Holocaust. The last tions. She presented an ex-

by Rev. John Pawlikowski,
PhD, Director of the Catholic-
Jewish Studies Program at
Catholic Theological Union.
Fr. Pawlikowsi spoke about

presented information on
Catholic Social Teaching
(CST) and how CST differs
from other Holocaust and
Genocide education method-
ologies. James Wilcox and ~ how the past Catholic-Jewish
Cynthia Yoken conducted a  relationship, including the
presentation on Christian Res-Holocaust, has shaped the cur
cuers during the Holocaust andent relationship. | attended the
how to promote today’s youth first Concurrent Session,

to assume a similar role in re- “Approaches to Undergraduatt
gard to present day genocide Holocaust Education,” pre-
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Bliss explained the chal-

the “Other” at the community tors at the International
posed a challenge college level. The next Con- School for Holocaust Studie

current Session | attended
was presented by Ruth Biro,

PhD, Leslie Banos, and Leal ern technology in teaching

Stambler, PhD. Dr. Biro and

Banos did an excellent pres-
entation on rescue and resis-

tance in Hungary. Banos is
recognized as a Righteous
Gentile at Yad Vashem for

his work as a rescuer of Jew: Dialogue since the Holo-

in Budapest in 1944. Dr.

Stambler provided attendees Next Steps,” was presented

with valuable resources for
K-12 teachers on effectively
and appropriately teaching

Concurrent Session | at-
tended was presented by
Jeanette Parmigiani and
Linda Harrington. They pro-

vided attendees with the syl-

labus and overview of their
undergraduate course on in-
ter-religious dialogue. Al-
though | did not attend his
session, PHEC member
Jason Russo presented with
panel on teaching strategies

and social injustice. During thesented by Tobie Tondi, Marga: for the Holocaust during this

second session, PHEC mem- ret Murphy, PhD, and Diane
bers Jennifer Goss and Sean Bliss, PhD. Tondi provided

time as well.

Gaston provided an overview Vvaluable information on using Tuesday, October 27 con-

of teaching the Holocaust Elie Wiesel'sNightas an ef-
through film. They provided
the methodology for using filmin to an end of semester projes
as an effective teaching tool. involving a Yom HaShoah

program. Drs. Murphy and

cluded the conference with

fective teaching tool and lead three Plenary Sessions, the

conference conclusion, and
an optional post-conference
session. The first Plenary

Session presented Ephraim

O

at Yad Vashem, focused on
how to effectively use mod-

about the Holocaust. He prot
vided examples of utilizing

such technology with search
engines and the Yad Vashem
website. The second Plenary
Session, “Inter-religious

caust: Turning Points and

by Victoria Barnett, Director
of the United States Holo-
caust Memorial Museum'’s

cellent overview of impor-
tant dates and events from
1945 to present day and how
these events have influence
inter-religious dialogue. The
final Plenary Session was a
presentation by Ephraim
Kaye on “The Significance
of Holocaust Education for
the 2F' Century.” He spoke
about the necessity of teacht
ing the Holocaust to future
generations and the chal-
lenge educators face in ef-
fectively teaching the Holo-
caust when there are no mor
living first-hand accounts.
The conference concluded
with closing remarks and
discussion facilitated by Sr.
Gemma.
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Marghanita Laski’s
Little Boy Lostwas
originally publishec
in 1949, which
gives the reader
pause concerning
the raw emotions
shared in this smal
volume of fiction.

*

Laski’'s main char-

acter, an English-

man, provides the reader
with a focused view on
one aspect of the fallout
of World War 1l. Hilary
Wainwright returns to
France in search of the
son he left behind with
his wife while he served
with the British military.
His wife, a member of the
resistance, was killed by
the Gestapo, but Wain-

0) N1

wright is led to believe
that his son was placed
with an individual who
would keep him physi-
cally safe until someone
could claim him.

Laski shows the after-
math of the Nazis and
their collaborators
through the eyes of a
character who does not

recognize his beloved
France or the culture of
survival that now exists.
The reader struggles with
Wainwright as he
searches for his son and
the fatherly feelings he
feels he should possess
for a child he has seen
only once in five years.

Although this novel does
not deal directly with the
Holocaust, it does reveal
the rawness of life that
existed after 1945 and the
thinking behind the
choices made by indi-
viduals impacted by the
Nazi reign of terror.

(Thanks Lynne! We
always welcome reviews
so feel free to submit!)



